[Experimental study of emotional reactions in patients with destruction of the mediobasal structures of the temporal lobe of the brain].
In 15 patients with destruction of the amygdala complex and the hippocampus, changes in EEG and skin-galvanic reflex were recorded when they were imagining events inducing emotions and when they were anticipating nociceptive stimulation. It was shown that lesion of mediobasal structures in the right temporal lobe results in a more pronounced impairment of emotional reactions than their ablation on the left. Bilateral lesion of the amygdala complex and the hippocampus brings about a decrease of the heart rate under the action of emotiogenic stimuli instead of its increase, and diminishes the difference between objective manifestations of positive and negative emotional states.